Dr. David M. Little was the editor of Classical File. A constant contributor to the journal Survey of Anesthesiology Bimonthly, he chose historical articles from the medical literature which he felt had made a major impact on the evolution of practice of modern anaesthesia. Each article was introduced by comments from Dr. Little which often involved considerable research and were presented in his own lucid style.
To commemorate his work, a sub-committee of the American Society of Anesthetists have assembled in this book his most notable contributions. Dr. Little's introductory comments have been faithfully reproduced. The famous articles chosen have been severely abridged, though their origin is available.
As a reference source, the book is a disappointment. For those interested in the history of anaesthesia, this book will not fulfil their requirements.
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Neonatal Anaesthesia and Perioperative Care, 2nd Edition: D. J. Hatch and E. Sumner; Edward Arnold (Publishers) Ltd, 41 Bedford Square, London, WCIB 3DQ, U.K.; £33.00; pp. 271; 155x235. This book was first published in 1981 and it is refreshing to find a new edition of such an important text within five years. The changed title emphasises the indivisible nature of anaesthesia and perioperative care in the neonate. This second edition repeats the previous format and philosophy and has expanded certain topics in keeping with current trends. The book now consists of 271 pages (previously 207 pages) and includes 108 figures and 24 tables. The authors stress that the clinical practice described is based on their own experience which reflects a sound but, arguably, a more conservative approach.
Anaesthesia and Intensive Care, Vol. 14, No. 4, November, /986 As before, the book consists of six chapters: perinatal physiology, the surgical neonate, anaesthesia -the basic principles, anaesthesiaspecific conditions, postoperative care, resuscitation of the newborn, three appendices and the index. The appendices provide useful, concise information of normal neonatal physiological values, paediatric drug dosages and a list of 97 unusual medical neonatal conditions with anaesthetic implications. Although the text is not referenced, each chapter is concluded with a list of relevant references for further reading.
This second edition redresses an earlier deficiency by including more detailed information on the perioperative management of preterm and expreterm babies. Unfortunately this valuable information is distributed over twelve pages throughout the text. This topic would be further enhanced by a more extensive review of the postoperative problems of the ex-preterm baby after minor surgery.
The text is easy to read and simply illustrated with information which is not readily available but is relevant to neonatal anaesthesia and perioperative care everywhere. It is the major British text on neonatal anaesthesia emanating from authors prominent in this field and every anaesthetist or department anaesthetising infants should possess a copy. This is certainly not a book for the beginner. There is no guiding explanation to help the newcomer understand what information capnography can provide. Instead there seems to be a 'memorise this' approach. Why a surgeon moving the laparoscope (page 30) causes irregularities in the trace remains a mystery.
JOHAN VAN DER WALT
If Perkins-Elmer give you a copy of this book when you buy a mass spectrometer, certainly read it, but it is not a helpful book to be bought for the beginner's bookshelf. W Four topics are addressed -encounters between patients and health professionals in critical situations where resource limitations necessitate rationing; allocation of resources between social projects and within medicine; conflicts in establishing priorities; and conceptual issues affecting the choices made.
The text is heavy going, and requires more than a basic understanding of the principles of biomedical ethics. For those who have to deal with the critically ill patient, there are three chapters of great interest. Reich develops a parable around arrival of three indigent illegal immigrants at an American private hospital emergency department, which finds that its legal duty of care results in a massive financial cost. The Administrator's attempt to raise public funds is overruled by the Board, which proposes a solution which compromises the principles of beneficence and compassion held by the Administrator and some of his medical staff, who resign.
Perce looks back from the year 2003 at the mistakes made in the 1980s when increases in Social Security benefits outstripped the ability of taxpayers to support them, leading to total collapse of the health care system.
Moskop analyses the arguments in favour of expenditure on critical care -its symbolic value, the physician's commitment to individual patient welfare, and the urgency of critical care needs; and the arguments against it compared to expenditure on preventive medicine. I would recommend the book to those with a particular interest in the area. To all other readers of this review I would recommend purchase of a basic text in biomedical ethics, without concern for which medicine will not survive this century.
G I found this book particularly easy to read. It is apparent that one is reading the work of people with vast practical experience. The difficulties frequently encountered with multi-authored texts are not apparent. Indeed the uniformity of style and presentation is excellent.
Basic principles are presented clearly and concisely. I believe that the authors succeed in their aim 'to present a scientific basis for medical care and to separate habitual approaches from those proven better than available alternatives'. Ample use is made of tables and diagrams which not only enhance one's understanding of the text but also add significant value to quick reviews of chapters read.
Although published in 1982 this book is still extremely relevant to today's practice. I would strongly recommend it to anyone contemplating a career in intensive care. It would also be of benefit to any practitioner associated with the acute management of patients with cardiovascular disease. J. WEEKES Royal Perth Hospital, Perth, W.A.
Contemporary Issues in Foetal and Neonatal
Medicine; 1: Perinatal Anaesthesia: John W. Scan Ion M.D., ed.; Blackwell Scientific Publications, 107 Barry Street, Carlton, Victoria 3053; $75.00; pp. 300; 157x240. The editor, in his preface, states that the subject has already been 'done' very, very well, and indicates that authors were chosen not because of wellestablished reputations but because they were
